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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

BRUCE BABBITT, Governor 

LLOYD F. NOVICK, M.D., Director mWWWl August  21 ,  1985 

Harry  Seraydar ian ,  Direc tor  
Toxics  & Waste  Management  Div is ion  
U.S .  EPA,  Region  IX 
215 Fremont  S t ree t  
San  Francisco ,  Cal i forn ia  94105 

Dear  Mr .  Sgxxrf t fa r ian ;  

Thank you for  shar ing  the  Hazard  Ranking  draf t  of  the  Phelps-Dodge  Morenci  
Fac i l i ty  wi th  ADHS.  I  have  asked  technica l  s ta f f  involved  wi th  our  eva lua t ion  
of  tha t  fac i l i ty  to  provide  comments  for  your  use .  Those  comments  a re  
a t tached .  

The  s ta tus  of  any  se t t lement  of  the  s ta te  su i t  wi th  Phelps-Dodge  i s  a t  present  
uncer ta in .  Current  po in ts  of  negot ia t ion  wi th  the  company address  both  
sur face  water  and  groundwater  po l lu t ion  emanat ing  f rom ta i l ings  and overburden  
depos i t s  in  the  Chase  Creek  and  Gold  Gulch  watersheds .  

Al though your  d raf t  Hazard  Ranking  addresses  only  the  sur face  water  po l lu t ion ,  
my in ten t  i s  tha t  any  se t t lement  a r r ived  a t  by  the  s ta te  wi l l  inc lude  commit 
ments  f rom Phelps-Dodge  to  prevent  fur ther  sur face  water  qua l i ty  s tandards  
v io la t ions ,  as  wel l  as  any  poss ib le  groundwater  qua l i ty  contaminat ion  f rom the  
Fac i l i ty .  

We wi l l  keep  you informed of  our  progress  in  these  negot ia t ions .  I f  you would  
l ike  to  d iscuss  th i s  mat te r  fur ther ,  p lease  contac t  me o r  have  your  s ta f f  
contac t  Edwin  K.  Swanson of  the  Divis ion ' s  Ambient  Water  and  Waste  Sec t ion  a t  
(602)257-2360.  

S incere ly ,  

Char les  Anders ,  Ass is tan t  Direc tor  
for  Envi ronmenta l  Heal th  Serv ices  

CA/JBB/d  
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